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Waste  biological
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solids

Primary solids from
liquid treatment are 
collected and thickened
in the primary 
sedimentation tanks.

Water is removed from the
treated biosolids to reduce the
costs of trucking the product
to reuse sites.

Foul air can be collected
and odours can be
removed using chemical
and biological treatment.

Waste primary and biological
solids are stabilized, producing
biosolids that are safe for reuse. 
Up to 50% of the solids are broken
down to carbon dioxide and water 
by the bacteria in the digester.
If high temperature (thermophilic) 
digestion is used, the biosolids are 
also pasteurized.

Waste biological solids from
liquid secondary treatment
are mechanically thickened.

Filtrate goes back
to liquid treatment
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Dewatered
Biosolids

Cooling

Pasteurized biosolids 
are suitable as nutrients
for topsoil manufacture.

If pasteurized, the 
biosolids may be 
suitable for use in
gardens, parks,
playgrounds
or golf courses.Liquid or dewatered 

biosolids can be used for 
forest fertilization, 
reclamation of disturbed 
sites (strip mines, gravel 
pits), and fertilization of 
agricultural crops.
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